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Anomauyia. Cmamms npucesuena ananisy CKAAOHO20 NUMAHHS 3aXUCMY NPA6 HAYIOHATbHUX
MeHwun Ha 3axionux bankanax na npuxnadi cepbcvkoi menwiunu ¢ Xopsamii. Cumyayis 6 ybomy
PeciOHI BUBHAYAEMBCS ICMOPUYHOI) 2eMePO2eHHICMI0 MA COYIATbHO-NONIMUYHUMY  HACAIOKAMU
Kpusagozo posnady FOzocnasii. Mema cmammi. Ilpoananizyeamu cmanosuuye, y AKOMY ONUHULACS
cepbcvka meHwuHa 6 Xopeamii NiCis 1020C1ABCLKUX 60EH A 0AMU OYIHKY 3VCUNIAM XOPBAMCbKOIL
6naou wo0o epecyniosants yvbo2co numauua. Memoou. Ilpu wnanucaunmi yiei cmammi 6yau
BUKOPUCIMAHI MAKI Memoou: 3a2albHOHAYKOGI (aHaui3, cunmes, 0edyKyis, IHOYKYis, CUCeMHUL
nioxio), a maxkoxc CneyiaibHO-iICMOPUYHi, 30KpeMd ICMOPUKO-2eHeMUYHULL mda iCIOPUKO-
nopisHANbHUL. J[OCNIOJNCEHHS [PYHMYBANOCA HA NPUHYUNAX ICMOpu3My ma onmumizayii oocsey
ingpopmayii. Haykoea nosuszna. Y cmammi 0emanvHo po32ai0aromsbCs 3aX00U X0p8amcvbKoi 61aou,
30Kkpema nputinamms Koncmumyyiiinoco 3akoHy npo npaea HAYIOHATbHUX MEHWIUH, WO Cmae
BANCTIUBUM eMAaNoM y npoyeci NpUMUpeHts 3 cepbamu ma niompumky 0eMOoKpAmudHuUxX Cmanoapmie.
Oxpemy yeaey npudineno poni €C y ybomy npoyeci, 30Kpema GUMO2aM W000 NPONOPYIHO20
npeoCcmasHUYmMea MeHWUH 8 0p2aHax Micyegoi ma pecioHanbHol 61a0uU, 0epHCasHil aOMIHICmpayii
ma cyoositi cucmemi. Pesynemamu oocnioycenna. llicns 3000ymms Hezanexcnocmi Xopsamis
3imMKHYACA 3 NpobIeMamu, 08 SA3aHUMU 3 NPABAMU CepOCLKOI MEHWUHY, IKA 3A3HANA Nepeclioy8aHb
ma oucxkpuminayii' y neputi poxu nicas gitinu 1991—1995 poxis. Panni nHezanedicHi XopaamcobKi ypsou,
KepoBaHi HAYIOHANICMUYHUMU HACMPOAMU, OYIU HANAWMOBAHI npomu iHmezpayii cepoig y

( ]
l106j


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6889-5221
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-8232-6044

IctopuuHi cTyaii cycninbHoro nporpecy. Bunyck 1 (8), 2024

CYCRIIbCMBO | He NOCHIWAIUu 3a0080abHaAmuy ixui npasa. Taxa nonimuxa 36epicanracsi 00 no4amky
€6poiHmMe2payiiH020 Kypcy, 3anoyamrkoeanoco nicisa 3minu énaou 6 2000 poyi. Ilonimuxa ypaoy 1.
Pauana, wo yxnas Y200y npo acoyiayio ma cmabinizayiro 3 €eponeticokum Corozom, cmana nepuium
KPOKOM 00 NPUMUPEHHS 13 cepOCbKOI0 MEHWUHOI0 ma NOYAmKY npoyecy €8ponelicokoi inmezpayii
Xopsamii. Basxcnusy pone y yux sminax gidiepana nonimuxa €C, sika cnpamyseana XopsamcovKuil ypsio
00 3axucmy npae HAYioOHAIbHUX MEHWUH K 00HO020 3 0008 'A3K08UX Kpumepiis 011 ecmyny 0o Coio3y.
Bucnoexku. IIpoyec npumupenns, Ha OymKy agmopis, 6y8 noGilbHUM i CKIAOHUM Yepe3 COYIAIbHI ma
NOAIMUYHI Nepenonu, a MaKodiC CUNbHI emHiuHi ynepeoxcenns. [Ipome 3a80axu mucky 3 6oky €C
ypao0 Xopsamii nouas edcusamu 3axo0u, CNpAMOBAHi HA 3aXUCT CepOCbKOI MEeHWUHU, 3a0e3neueH s
pieHOnpaeHozo 0ocmyny 00 pobomu ma HpeOCMmASHUYMEA 6 O0epHCAGHOMY CeKmopi. Ycnix
XOp8amcvbKoi NONIMuKY NPUMUPEHHS € KOPUCHUM NPUKIAOOM OJisl IHWUX Kpain peciony ma Yxpainu,
KA MAKONC npacHe 00 8pecyNio8anHs npas HayloHANbHUX MEHUIUH 8 MeXNCax €8POiHme2payiinoco

Kypcy.
Kniwwuosi cnosa: Xopsamis, nayionanvui meHwuny, cepou, €sponeticokui Coros,
€8poinmezpayis.

IlocranoBka mnpobiemu. IIpoOnema HallOHAJIbHUX MEHIIMH € OJHIEIO 3
XapakTepHux ocobmuBocter 3axignux bankan. [le 3akoHOMiIpHUNA HACTIOK €THIYHOI,
peniriiHoi, KoHQECIMHOI Ta KYJIbTYpHOI TE€TePOreHHOCTI perioHy. IcTopuunHwmii
po3BuTOK 3axiaHux bankan, ocobnuBo kpuBaBuil po3naja FOrocnasii, pu3BIB J10 TOTO,
10 Maii>ke BC1 HOBOYTBOPEHI KpaiHU 3ITKHYJIHMCS 3 HASBHICTIO HAIlIOHATBHUX MEHIIIUH
B MEXax CBOiX KOpaoHiB. Kypc Ha €BpOIHTErpailito JuIlle MOCHJIUB 3HAYECHHS I[bOTO
MUTAaHHS JJIS  3aX1THOOANIKAHCHKUX YPSAIB, 3MYCHUBIIM PEryjltoBaTd MHOro 3
OpIEHTALIE€I0 HAa HIHHOCTI €Bporneiicbkoro Coro3y. Y 11bOMY KOHTEKCTI YHIKaJIbHUM 1
BOXJIMBUM € JocBim Xopsarii. Ile enuna kpaina 3axinHux bankaH, ska 3Morya
OUIBILIOI0 MIPOKO YCIIIIHO JOCATTH TMOPO3YMIHHS 3 CEpOCHKOIO MEHIIHHOIO,
MIPUCTOCYBAaTH BIANOBIIHI HOPMHU 3aKOHOAABCTBO 1O €BPOINEUCHKUX CTaHIAPTIB 1
3pELITOI0 CTaTH WieHoM €Bpornelicbkoro Coro3y. BilmoBigHO A0 LIbOTO, XOPBATCHKHIA
JOCBIJ] € KOPUCHUM HE JIMILE JJI 1HIIMX KpaiH pEerioHy, aje i 11l YKpaiHu, sika Tex
CTUKAETHCA 3 HEOOX1THICTIO BPETYIIIOBATH BIJHOCHHU 3 HalllOHAJTbHUMU MEHIIIMHAMH,
TaKUMU SIK YTOPChKa, JJIsl YCIIIIHOI €BpoiHTerpaili. He3Bakarouu Ha 11e, MUTAHHIO
CTaHOBHIIA cepOCHKOi MEHIIMHUA B XopBaTii micis BitHU 1991-1995 pp. Ta 3axomnis
XOPBATCHKOTO YPSIY 1100 MOPO3YMIHHS 3 HEIO Ha HAlly TyMKY HPUIUISETHCS Majo
yBaru.

Buxonsum 3 1bOoro, MeTOI0 1€ CTATTI € aHAII3 CTAHOBUIIA, Y SIKOMY OTHMHIIIACS
cepOchKka MEHIIIMHA B XOPBAaTii MicIis I0OTOCIABCHKUX BOEH Ta JIATH OIIHKY 3yCHILISM
XOpBaTCHKOI BJIaJW IIOIO BPETYIIOBaHHS I[hOTO TUTaHHS. KpiM TOoro, BBaXkaemo 3a
JOIIiIIbHE 3BEPHYTH YBary Ha poiib €Bpomneiicbkoro Cor3y y 1iboMy Npoleci.

AHaJi3 ocTaHHIX Aociaimxenb i myOuaikaunii. lle nuTanHs B pi3HIA Mipi
BucBiTIOBaIu O. bepOepi B KOHTEKCTI aHani3y NomTHYHUX BUMOT €C Ha CTaHOBHILE
HalllOHAIbHUX MeEHIIMH Yy 3axigHux bankanax, M. XeMckepk B KOHTEKCTI
MOPIBHSJIBHOTO aHaJi3y €BpOIHTErpaliiHuX mpoieciB y Xopsarii ta Cepbii Ta
K. Enirton B koHTekcTi poini €Bponeiickkoro Corozy B aeMokparu3anii 3axigHuX
bankan.

BukJiiaa ocHOBHOro MarepiaJjy. 3 MOMEHTY HaOyTTs HE3aJIEKHOCTI IPU BIaAl B
XopBarii 3Haxoawjach mapTis Xopsarchka jgemokpatuuHa crinka (XIC), a
npe3usieHToM Kpainu OyB ii migep @. Tymkman. Crosiumn Ha 3acajax HAIIOHATII3MY Ta

( ]
l1071



IctopuuHi cTyaii cycninbHoro nporpecy. Bunyck 1 (8), 2024

€BPOCKENTHUIIM3MY, LI TOJITUYHA CHJIa HE BUSBJISAIA HaMipiB JO0 TOPO3YMIHHS 13
cepOCHKOI0 MEHITMHOI. SICKpaBUM TPHUKIAJOM TAKOI MOJITHKUA CTAN0 HeOaKaHHS
BUJaBaTu MixHapoaHoMy TpuOyHany g komumHboi FOrocnasii  (MTKIHO)
BIMCHKOBHX, BiJIMTOBITATBFHUX 32 3JIOYMHH MPOTH cepOChKoro HaceneHHs. OdiriiHo e
BUIIPaBIOBYBAJIOCH TUM, 110 XopBarist B 1991-1995 pp. Bena «Bitunsnsny BiiiHy» 3a
cBoi icHyBaHHs mpotu FOrocnasii, a Tomy € xepTBoro. «Mid npo BitTunsHsHy BiiiHy
CEpi0o3HO BIIMHYB Ha po3yMiHHsA XxopBarcbkumu 3MI ta cycminbectBom MTKIO Ta
€C» [8, c. 13]. Taka mo3uliis HE CIIpUsiIIa MOPO3YMIHHIO Ta MPUMHUPEHHIO 13 CEPOCHKOIO
MEHIIIMHOI B XOpBaTii.

3a pganumu Amnesty International Gmmuzpko 300 000 xopBarchkux cepOiB
MOKKUHYNM XopBaTito BHacHiok BidHU 1991-1995 pp.. Cranom Ha 2005 p. murie
115000 3 Hux 3mMoru moBepHyTHCA. OpraHizailisi CTBEpIKyBaJa, 110 XOpBaTChKi cepOu
3a3HABAM JIUCKPUMIHAINT MO0 JOCTYMy J0 poOOTH Ta peamizaiii 1HIIUX
€KOHOMIYHMX 1 COIlIaJIbHUX TMpaB Ta 3a3Hadyajia PO BHUIAJKH HACWIbCTBA Ta
nepeciiyBanb MOA0 HUX. Pa3oM 13 MM, HeCHpaBeIJUBI MPOBAIKEHHA B Cylax
CTBOPIOBAJIM TEPEHIKOAM JJIsl TOBEPHEHHS I1HIIMUX ObKeHiB [6]. Iloromumocs 3
O. bepOepi 1010 TOro, 1O Take CTABJICHHS OyJI0 BUKJIMKAHE THM, II0 cepOChKa
MEHIITMHA BBa)KAJIacs «3arpo30i0» JUIsl XOPBATCHKOI JIEpKaBU MPOTATOM JIOCHUTH
TPUBAJIOTO 4Yacy 1 IMEBHOIO MIpOI0 Oylna MPUYMHOIO 30€peKeHHS MpoOIeMu
Jep>kaBHOCTI B XopBarii [2, c. 86].

Curyartis nmoudana 3miHtoBarucs 3 2000 p., KoJau MPEe3UIGHTOM KpaiHU CTaB JIJEP
XopBarcekoi comian-gemMokparnynoi maptii [. Pasan. Ha Bigminy Big CBOiX
MOTIEPETHUKIB, BIH OakaB BCTAHOBUTHU TICHI BIIHOCHHU 3 €Bponeichkum Coro30M 1
B35IB KypC Ha eBpoiHTerpaiiro kpainu. Y 2001 p. ypsia corian-aeMoKpariB IiIucaB
Yroay mpo acomiarito Ta crabim3zainiro 3 €C. Taka 3MiHa TOJITHKA XOPBATCHKOTO
ypsiTy 3aKOHOMIPHO MaJia CTIPUATH MTOYaTKy MOPO3YMIHHS 13 CEpOCHKOI0 MEHIIIUHOIO.

KittouoBy posb y COHYKaHHI XOPBaTCHKOTO YPSAY J0 3aXHCTy IpaB cepOCHKOi
MEHIIMHU BiJirpaBana no3uuis €sponeiickkoro Corozy. [ns €C nuraHHs 3axXUCTy
HaIllOHAIBHUX MEHIIWH CTaj0 OJHUM 13 BUMOT J0 KaHIuJaTiB Ha BCTym 10 Corosy.
BiamoBimHO 10 BOTO, MPOTATOM BCHOTO MEPETOBOPHOTO MPOIECY MO0 MPUETHAHHS
Xopgarii 10 €C, 11e TuTaHHs TiaHIMAIoCs B 0QIIMHUX TOKYMEHTaX Ta JIoroBopax. Y
BepecHi 2004 p. Xopsaris posnodana Mpolec moao €BpONnerchkoro mapTHEpCTBa
(Accession Partnership). OnHuM 13 KIIFOUOBHX MPIOPUTETIB I[LOTO MpoIecy Oyio
«3a0€3MeYUTH TMPOTOPIIIHHE MPEACTABHUIITBO MEHIIMH B OpraHax MICIIEBOTO Ta
PETIOHAILHOTO CaMOBPSIyBaHHS, B OpraHax JCP>KABHOTO YIIPABIIHHS Ta CyJOBHUX
opraHax, a Tako)X B opraHax jep>kaBHoro ympasiiHHsm» [4]. Kpim Toro, €C 3akimkaB
XopBaTito «CHOPHUATH TIOBa3l Ta 3aXKHCTy MEHIIMH BIAMOBITHO 110 €BpONEHCHKOI
KOHBEHIIIT 3 MpaB JIIOAMHU Ta MPUHIIMIIB, BUKIaAeHUX y PaMkoBiii koHBeHmii Panu
€Bponu Mpo 3aXHUCT HAIIOHATHHUX MEHIINH, & TaKOX BIAMOBIMHO 10 HAWKPAIIOl
npakTUKu Jaepxkas-uieHiB €Cy» [4]. Y 3Biti npo nporpec 2007 p. Oymno BiMIYE€HO, 1110
YJIEHH CepOChKOI MEHIIIMHM, CTUKAIOTHCS 3 BEJIMKUMU TPYAHOIIAMH I10/I0 AOCTYIY JI0
pobOTH, OCOONMBO B pailloHaX, SIKI MOCTPaKIAIMU Bif BIMHM, 1 IO 3aJIUIIAIOTHCS
npoOJeMH HEIOCTaTHHOTO MPEICTABHUIITBA MEHIIWH Yy JEpKaBHINA aJMiHiCTparlii,
CYIOBI cucTeMl Ta MOdilii. 3a3HaYeHO TaKoX IMPO HEOOXIIHICTh IOAOJAHHS
JTUCKpUMIiHALIT B JEPKAaBHOMY CEKTOP1 €KOHOMIKM Ta €THIYHHX YIEPEIKEHb 1010
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BIMChKOBUX 3JI04MHIB [5, ¢. 13-14]. ¥V pimenni Paqu €C mogo €Bporneichkoro
naptHepctBa Big 2008 p. OAHMM 13 KIIOYOBHX TMpIOpiTeTiB Oyno BH3HAYEHO
iMIuIeMeHTyBaHHs ~ KOHCTUTYHIMHOTO 3aKOHYy TMpO  HAIlOHAJIbHI  MEHIIWHH,
OPUILISIOUA OCOOMMBY yBary HOro MOJOXEHHSIM, IO TapaHTYIOTh MPOMOpIliiiHe
MIPEICTaBHUIITBO MEHIIIMH y cdepi 3aitHsaTocTi [3]. ¥ Crparerii po3mmupenns Ha 2009-
2010 pp. 3a3Ha4eHO, 10 XOPBATisl MA€ «3a0X0UYBATH JyX TOJIEPAHTHOCTI IO CEPOCHKOT
MEHIITMHYU Ta BKMBATH BIJIMOBITHAX 3aXOMAIB JUIsl 3aXUCTY THX, XTO BCE 1€ MOXKe OyTH
00’ekTOM mOrpo3 abo akTiB AUCKpUMIHAIli, BOPOKOCTI YM HacwibcTBa [6, c. 32].
[Turanus 3axucTy NpaB cepOCHKOT MEHIIIMHY M1AHIMAIOCS Y BIMOBIIHUX JOKYMEHTaX
1 B HACTYIIHI POKH.

Bumoru €sponeiicbkoro Coro3y 3Ha4YHO BIUIMHYJIM HA BHYTPIIIHIO TMOJITHKY
XOPBATChKOTO YypsJly IIOMO0 CEpOCHhKOI MEHIIMHHM Ta CIHpHUsia MPUMHUPEHHIO MIX
cepbamu Ta xopBartamu. KouctutymiiHum aktom Big 2002 p., sSKuUi JTONOBHUB
Konctutymiiauii akt mpo mpaBa Ta CBOOOAM JIFOJMHU Ta MPO MpaBa €THIYHUX 1
HalllOHAIBHUX CHUIBHOT abo MeHmuH Big 1992 p., cepOu oTpuManu CTraryc
«aBTOXTOHHOI HAIllIOHATHHOI MEHITMHIWY». TaKMM YMHOM Ha HUX MTOIIMPHUIIUCS TpaBa Ta
cBo0oau, Bu3HaueH1 YactuHoro Il nporo Koncruryuiitnoro akty [10]. Oxkpemo BapTo
BIIMITHUTH, IO CEepOM OTPUMAIM MOXIMBICTH Marh TPbOX IMPEIACTABHUKIB Y
MapJIaMEHTI.

VY nucronami 2003 p. Ha mapIaMEHTCHKUX BHOOpaxX MepeMory 3HOBY 3100yna
XAC na yvom 3 I. Cenanepom. HoBwuii mpem’ep-MiHICTp HE CTaB MOBEPTATHCS [0
nomituku @. Tymkmana, a HaBMaKW, TPOJAOBKUB KypC HA MOPO3YMIHHS 13 cepOamm.
BignosigHo 1o 1poro, Oynaa yTBOpeHa MapiaMEeHTChKa KOalilis 3 MpeIcTaBHUKaMU
Hezanexnoi pemoxparnynoi cepOcwkoi maptii. Cama XJIC pedopmyBanacs sk
MPaBOICHTPUCTCHhKA MTPOEBPOIEIChKA MaPTisi, a «TyHKMAHICTH» BCepeauHl Hei Oynu
MaprinaiizoBani [8, ¢. 14-15]. Ile 3Ha4YHO CHPHUIO TMOPO3YMIHHIO Ta 3HMKEHHIO
HaIpyru Mix cepOaMu Ta XOpBaTamH.

Y 2005 p. Xopsartis parudikyBana JIBOCTOPOHHIO yroay i3 CollajgiCTUYHOIO
pecnyomikoro FOrocnapisi mpo 3axucT cepOChbKOi Ta YOPHOTOPCHKOI HAIIOHATBHOT
MeHIIMHU B PecryOumini XopBaris Ta XOpBaTChKoi HalllOHAJIbHOT MeHITMHU B CepOii Ta
YopHoropii.

HesBakaroun Ha 3HAYHUI TPOTPEC XOPBATCHKOTO YPSITY MIOA0 3aXHUCTy cepOChKOT
MEHIIMHU Ta BcTyny Xopsarii 10 €C, MOBHICTIO BUKOPIHUTH AUCKPUMIHALIIO HE
BAaynocs. Y piuHoMmy 3BiTI Amnesty Interantional 3a 2015 p. Oyno 3a3HayeHo, L0
JTUCKPUMIHAIIISI XOPBATCHKUX CepOiB MPHU MpaIleBIaMITyBaHHI B IEPKABHOMY CEKTOPI
Ta MpU TOBEPHEHHI TIPaB HAa OPEH/Iy COIAIbHOTO JKUTIA, 3BUIBHEHOTO i1 Yac BIMHH
1991-1995 pp., 36epiramaca. Kpim TOro, BigMIYeHO, IO 3araJbHOJCPKaBHE
cBATKyBaHHs B cepriHi 2015 p. 20-i piunutil onepariii «bypsi», moBepHysI0 HAPyTy MiX
cepOChKMMU Ta XOpBAaTCHKUMU HarlioHaicTtamu [ 1, c. 131]. 3a manumu Minority Rights
Group cepObu B Xopmarii 3a3HAIOTh JUCKPUMIHAII TpU MpareBiIalliTyBaHHI B
Jep>KaBHOMY CEKTOpPi, B TOMY YHCJI B CYJOYMHCTBI Ta JEprKaBHIM ajMiHICTpaIlii,
CTUKAIOThCSI 3 TPYAHOIIAMH IIOAO €THIYHOI YMNEepeKEHOCTI MpU CYIO0BOMY
nepeciiTyBaHHl 3a BiICHKOBI 3JIOYMHH, TPOOIEMaMH 3 OCBITO, BUKOPUCTAHHSAM MOBH
Ha MICIICBOMY PiBHI Ta 3aJIIKyBaHHSAM Ha eTHI4HiN ocHOBI [9]. O. bepbepi BBaxkae, 1110
npu BUKoHaHH1 BUMor €C 1100 3aXUCcTy cepOChKOi MEHIIMHU XOPBaTi€l0 OyJI0 J1yxKe
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no0pe ToTprUMaHo acquis communitaire, ajie ToJIOBHOK ITpo0iemMoro Oyina HeI0CTaTHS
IMITJIEMEHTAITIS B TAKOMY 3K CTyTIeHi [2, c. 88].

BucnoBku. OTxe, 3 yChOTO BHUIIE3a3HAYCHOTO MOXKHA 3pOOUTH BHUCHOBOK, IO
XopBaris A0cAra 3HAYHOTO MPOTpecy B MUTaHHI 3aXUCTY cepOChKoi MeHIuHU. Cepou
Oyiu 3piBHSHI B IMpaBax 3 XOpBaTaMu, OTPUMAJIM TapaHTil 3aXUCTY HA MDKHAPOIHOMY
piBHI Ta 3MOTY MPEJICTaBISTH CBOi IHTEpECH B mMapiaMmeHTi Xopsarii. be3zamepeuno
MOXKHAa CTBEpIDKYyBaTH, IO 1€ CTajJ0 MOXJIMBAM 3aBISKH IPUBAOIMBOCTI
€BpOIHTErparlii, K HUIAXYy PO3BHUTKY JJIsI XOpBaTii 1, SK HACIIJAOK, HEOOX1THOCTI
y3TOPKEHHS 3aXUCTY MPaB HalllOHAJbHUX MEHIIIMH 3 €BPONEHChKUMHU CTaHIapTaMU Ta
HiHHOCTsAMU. Bcee 11e, 3peniToro, 103Boui0 kpaii cratu wienom €Cy 2013 p.. V Toit
K€ 4ac, MU BIAMITHIIM, 110 HA PiBHI IMIUIEMEHTAIlI] 3aX0/I1B IIIOJI0 3aXHCTY CEPOCHKOI
MEHIIUHU OyJIu HEIONIKH, SIKI HE JO3BOJIMIN MOBHICTIO BUKOPIHUTH JTUCKPUMIHAIIIIO
3a €THIYHOI 03HaKOK0. TUM HE MeHIl, JOoCBij XopBarii y BperyatoBaHHI MpoOiIeMu
MEHIITMH Ma€ CTaT! MPUKJIIAI0OM JUTsl iHIMX KpaiH 3aximHux bamkan Tta mist Ykpaidu.
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Abstract. The article examines the complex issue of minority rights protection in the Western
Balkans, focusing on the case of the Serbian minority in Croatia. The region's situation is defined by
historical heterogeneity and the socio-political aftermath of Yugoslavia's violent disintegration.
Purpose. To analyze the situation in which the Serbian minority in Croatia found itself after the
Yugoslav wars and to assess the efforts of the Croatian authorities to resolve this issue. Methods. The
following methods were used in writing this article: general scientific methods (analysis, synthesis,
deduction, induction, systemic approach), as well as special historical methods, in particular, the
historical-genetic and historical-comparative approaches. The research was based on the principles
of historicism and optimization of the volume of information. Scientific novelty. The article
thoroughly examines the measures taken by Croatian authorities, specifically the adoption of the
Constitutional Act on the Rights of National Minorities, a significant milestone in reconciliation with
the Serbs and in supporting democratic standards. Special attention is paid to the role of the EU in
this process, especially the requirements for proportional minority representation in local and
regional authorities, state administration, and the judiciary. Results. Following independence,
Croatia faced challenges related to the Serbian minority s rights, as they experienced persecution
and discrimination in the initial years after the 1991-1995 war. The early Croatian governments,
driven by nationalist sentiments, were reluctant to integrate the Serbs into society and address their
rights. This policy persisted until the start of the European integration course, which began after the
change of power in 2000. The government of 1. Racan initiated the first steps toward reconciliation
with the Serbian minority by signing the EU Association and Stabilization Agreement, marking the
beginning of Croatia’s European integration process. The EU’s policy played a crucial role in this
shift, directing the Croatian government towards protecting minority rights as a fundamental
criterion for Union membership. Conclusions. The authors argue that the reconciliation process was
slow and complex due to social and political obstacles and strong ethnic prejudices. However, under
EU pressure, the Croatian government began taking steps to protect the Serbian minority, ensuring
equal access to employment and representation in the public sector. Croatia’s reconciliation success
is a valuable example for other regional countries and Ukraine, which also seeks to resolve minority
rights issues as part of its European integration course.
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